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amount to trial; many, again, having been caught red-handed,
or in flagrante delicto, were punished straightway. Under the
emergency and pressure of the time, prisoners were executed
in a gi.rmTrifl.Ty manner which would not have been tolerable
under any other circumstances. This rapid process, or rather
the absence of procedure, during times when the minds of men
are excited by tremendous events, must inevitably be dangerous
and 6ause injustice to be unwittingly done in some cases. The
local authorities doubtless acted in good faith, according to their
judgment so far as it could be exercised under agitating con-
ditions. But there is always fear lest a summary procedure
should be prolonged after the actual necessity has ceased or
the emergency passed by, If, however, such a procedure be
permissible, while all the bonds of society are unloosed,
it ought certainly to cease the moment that law and order can
be restored. Now, John Lawrence, deeming that such pro-
ceedings were being carried too far, interposed with his usual
vigour and firmness to stop them, and substitute the normal
procedure of the criminal law. As many prisoners were await-
ing trial he appointed special tribunals to dispose of all pending
cases, so that the fear of wild retribution might be removed
from the Native mind.

The conduct of the Native population, at the outbreak of the
mutinies both around Delhi and in other parts of the North-
western Provinces, had been unsatisfactory and discouraging to
those who hoped that British rule in the course of two or three
generations would alter the character and disposition of the
masses. Though much of mildness and submissiveness is found
in the people as a whole, there are also elements of fierceness
and savagery. The mob in Indian cities, and especially in the
bazaars which cluster round military cantonments, is vicious and
ruthless. Such a rabble broke out in wild excesses at all places
where the civil authority had been paralyzed by military dis-
turbance ; and the rioters were speedily joined by plundering
bands from the interior of the country, Had these bands con-
sisted only of the thieves and robbers who are at all times
wandering or lurking about the country, there would have